
DANNY NEEDS A JOB
If you wanna keep your job, you’ve gotta stop dicking around.

A film by Emma Pompeii
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INTRO TO STORY
Artistic Statement
 + Danny Needs a Job is a self-discovery on how you can sabotage 
your own life in order to stay in your comfort zone. When responsibilities 
meet laying in bed all day and eating cheetos, what will you choose? This is 
the struggle Danny faces in this short film, and how will he decide where to 
go next? Perhaps a young, stupid boy decision is in order... 

Logline
 + Danny is reluctant to get a job and leave the comfort of his lazy life, 
but when his mom forces him to go to an interview, he must figure out how 
to sabotage his chances at getting the position.

Synopsis 
 + After college, Danny did not want go into the real world. He realized 
that there would be no more partying, no more girls, only work and 9-5. He 
decided he would avoid it as long as possible. And that he would move 
home for a little to “save some money.” His mom gets fed up with his lazy 
ways, and sets him up a job interview. Danny tries to sabotage his chances 
of getting the job, but little does he know, his Mom knows the boss and he 
gets the job anyway. Now he has to figure out a creative way to get fired.. 
and he chooses to go the dick pic route. 





















ABOUT THE FILMMAKER
Director Bio
 + Emma Pompeii is from upstate New York in the Catskills. She now is 
a junior at Parsons with a pathway in film production, and she aspires to 
work for a production company some day. She knew she was meant to work 
in film when she first saw Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind and real-
ized that film can make you feel everything all at once. 

Character Bios
 + Danny: 20-24 – a witty character with no motivation, except for get-
ting out of his job. He’s sarcastic, full of himself, and determined to stay at 
home forever.

 + Mom: 30-38 – a real hard ass. She’s a younger mom for having a 
post-college kid, and has no tolerance for Danny’s laziness. She expects 
very little from him, and feels like she always has the upper hand on her 
dumb, lazy son – so she’s surprised when she doesn’t.

 + Andrew: 30-40 – A boss at a very basic office job. No real ambition 
toward his job, but he’s sarcastic and can play at the same game Danny 
can. He sees everything that goes on around him, but doesn’t necessarily 
address it. 



ARTISTIC VISION
 
Director’s Statement 
 + In making Danny Needs a Job I hope to make a short comedy film 
that anyone can relate to. Though we may not take our irresponsibility as far 
as Danny, we can relate to not wanting to go to work and staying at home 
all day. Maybe you can relate to Mom’s character, or Andrews. The mun-
dane lifestyle we live can sometimes be funny, and I hope to show that.

 + I envision Danny Needs a Job having a very muted and understated 
style. Similar to the way The Office works, since it is a mockumentary style, 
it makes the viewer feel like they are standing next to the action rather than 
watching it from afar. Danny Needs a Job will not be mockumentary style, 
but mock the way that show works in terms of placing the viewer with the 
action, almost like you’re following it. 

 + It will be shown from Danny’s POV, and with lots of medium shots, 
medium close ups, emphasizing the space and the people in that space, 
rather than lots of extreme close ups. No elaborate camera movements, and 
a more muted and understated lighting. 



ARTISTIC VISION 

 + Inspiration
  Biggest inspriation for tone/style comes from Daytime Noon:   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZV9wZaO-wY



PRODUCTION & LOCATION
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TOP SHEET BUDGET



TOP SHEET BUDGET CONT’D



 + Danny’s House
  -  Would have Danny’s car
 + An Office
 + Department Store 

DANNY’S HOUSE
54 Bogart Ave, Port Washington NY 

LOCATIONS 





AN OFFICE
80 5th Ave, New York NY





A DEPARTMENT STORE
Porta Bella Menswear, 30-56 Steinway St. Astoria



Color Treatment
 + I want the post color treatment to enhance the overall color scheme, 
which will consist of greys, blues, and some browns. The colors used in 
filming (wardrobe, makeup, set dressing, etc) will follow a general dull color, 
and then I want the post production to make them stand out, with a lot of 
emphasis on the blues and greys. I am picturing an overal light blue/grey 
tone in post.

Color Scheme for Danny Needs a Job 

Soundtrack
 + Essential moments that will need a defining soundtrack in my short 
film: when Danny is driving to his interview, when he leaves the interview 
room and is walking down the hallway, in the department store, and at the 
end of the final scene. 
 + For the song that Danny chooses for himself in the car, it should 
reflect his personality. His carefree nature and the self-confidence he has in 
that moment should be reflected here. Some modern pop song that will 
match with the overall comedic tone of the film. This same song will play 
when he leaves the office and walks confidently down the hallway. Elevator 
and dull music in the department store, and the final song and ending of the 
film will be another modern pop song that has a comedic and happy over-
tone that reflects Danny’s success and character. 

POST-PRODUCTION



Goals
 + Overall, I am hoping to complete Danny Needs a Job and have it be 
a finished product I’m glad to show. To me, the task of making a short film 
seems daunting, and I feel that my main goal and desired outcome is really 
to walk away with a short that I am proud to call mine, with a clear story, and 
hopefully some laughs.  

Successes & Difficulties
 + I feel like the most successful and easy parts of making this film will 
be because of the rather simple plot and lack of effects or fancy camera 
movements. When I picture Danny Needs a Job in my head, I picture a laid 
back style and no overly complicated shots and styles, which I think will 
make the process easier in the long run. I won’t need lots of shooting 
equiptment other than the basics, which will also simplify things. I think one 
of my biggest challenges will be finding a menswear/department store to 
shoot in. Upon initial research it has been difficult finding places that would 
allow me to film there. Another aspect I think could be difficult is casting. It 
is a new territory for me, and managing to choose the right person for the 
job, and have them work well with a crew and team seems like a huge task.

Dealing with the Difficulties
 + In dealing with the issue of finding a store to shoot in, I need to really 
weigh in all my options. I need to talk to family and friends, try to find some-
one I know who owns a clothing store, or any connection I might have. After 
that if I have no luck, I will start going to different mom and pop stores trying 
to make connections. As far as casting goes, I will be sure to get lots of 
input from any assistants, and take my time in auditioning and looking for 
who really captures the essence of Danny Needs a Job. 

Pulling it Off
 + I think I can pull this film off becuase I have put a lot of time and 
effort into the pre-production work, and have a clear idea of how the shoot-
ing and further set up needs to go. I think that the tone and style of Danny  
Needs a Job is not too difficult for a first short film, and overall, if I put a lot 
of rehearsal and planning into it, I think I will end with a great outcome.

THE OVERALL


